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tenants, the princes and their subjects, or the Hindus and
the Muslims, you will find that the happiest relations can
be established in all walks of life without creating dis-
turbance in and dislocation of life and business which you
see in India as in the other parts of the world. What
I call the law of Satyagraha is to be deduced from an
appreciation of duties and rights flowing therefrom.
What, for example, is the duty of the Hindu towards
his Muslim neighbour ? His duty is to befriend him as
man,- to share his joys and sorrows and help him in dis-
tress. He will then have the right to expect similar treat-
ment from his Muslim neighbour and will probably get
the expected response. But suppose that the few Mus-
lims do not reciprocate the correct behaviour of the many
Hindus and show fight in every action, it will be a sign
of unmanliness. What is then the duty of the many
Hindus ? Certainly not to overpower them by the brute
strength of the many; that will be usurpation of an un-
earned right. Their duty will be to check their unmanly
behaviour as they would that of their blood-brothers.
Harijan, 6-7-'47
Satyagraha is a law of universal application. Begin-
ning with the family its use can be extended to every
other circle. Suppose a land-owner exploits his tenants
and mulcts them of the fruijt of their toil by appropriating
it to his own use. When they expostulate with him he
does not listen and raises objections that he requires so
much for his wife, so much for his children and so on.
The tenants or those who have espoused their cause and
have influence will make an appeal to his wife to expos-
tulate with her husband. She* would probably say that
for herself she does not need his exploited money. The
children will say likewise that they would earn for them-
selves what they need.